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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 2/2/2006 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 20 and 36 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
claims recite the limitation "the bonded joint" in the body of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims are examined as best understood. In the instant case, the "bonded joint" 
is examined as the first and second substrate joined together at least indirectly 
by adhesive bonding. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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4. Claims 20-23, 26, 29-32, and 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sherts, US 2,359,163. 
Regarding claim 20: 

'163 discloses a laminated, plate-shaped element comprising: at least a first and a 
second substrate (19, see Figs 2-6), which are joined together, at least indirectly, by 
adhesive bonding (17); at least one support element (25, see Fig. 2) associated with 
the first substrate capable of fastening the laminated element to an infrastructure; and 
active position fastening of the second substrate (via 30), at least in the event of failure 
of the bonded joint, wherein the active position fastening is active only between the first 
and second substrates (see Figs. 4, 5) and is placed a certain distance from edges of 
the first and second substrates (see Fig. 1). 
Regarding claim 21 : 

'163 discloses claim 20, wherein the active position fastening comprises at least one 
fastening element passing through a plane of a bonded assembly between the first and 
second substrates and engaging in a recess in each substrate (see Fig. 1). 
Regarding claim 22: 

'163 discloses claim 20, wherein the first and second substrates are joined together by 
surface bonding by a layer of adhesive (17). 
Regarding claim 23: 

'163 discloses claim 21, further comprising a recess in at least one of the substrates 
that is a through-drillhole (see Fig. 1). 
Regarding claim 26: 
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'1 63 discloses claim 21 , wherein the fastening element is in a form of a cylindrical pin 
(see Fig. 5). 
Regarding claim 29: 

'163 discloses claim 20, wherein a fastening element for the active position fastening is 
fastened by adhesive bonding (45) in a recess into which the element is introduced. 
Regarding claim 30: 

'163 discloses claim 20, wherein a fastening element for the active position fastening is 
immobilized by adhesion (45) in a recess into which it is introduced. 
Regarding claim 31 : 

'163 discloses claim 30, wherein the fastening element comprises at least one element 
(45) configured to be capable of deforming elastically and/or plastically upon its 
introduction into the recess. 

Regarding claim 32: 

'163 discloses claim 20, wherein a fastening element for the active position fastening is 
fastened by an assembly of the first and second substrates with the adhesive, in a 
recess into which it is introduced (see Fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 36: 

'163 discloses a laminated, plate-shaped element comprising: at least a first and a 
second substrate (19), which are joined together by adhesive bonding (17), indirectly via 
a spacing means (see Fig. 5); at least one support element (25) associated with the 
first substrate to fasten the laminated element to an infrastructure; and active position 
fastening (30) of the second substrate at least in the event of failure of the bonded joint. 
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wherein the active position fastening is active between the spacing means and the first 
and/or the second substrate. 
Regarding claim 37: 

'163 discloses claim 36, wherein the active position fastening comprises at least one 
fastening element (30) passing through a plane of the adhesively bonded assembly 
between the spacing means and at least one of the first and second substrates and 
engaging in a recess in each substrate (see Figs. 1, 5). 
Regarding claim 38: 

'163 discloses claim 36, wherein the active position fastening comprises at least one 
fastening element passing through the spacing means (17, 45) and engaging in a 
recess in each substrate. 

5. Claims 20, 33, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Liu, US 6,098,364. 
Regarding claim 20: 

'364 discloses a laminated, plate-shaped element comprising: at least a first and a 
second substrate(1 1 , 13), which are joined together, at least indirectly, by adhesive 
bonding (1 2); at least one support element associated with the first substrate (21 ) to 
fasten the laminated element to an infrastructure; and active position fastening (via 3) 
of the second substrate, at least in the event of failure of the bonded joint, wherein the 
active position fastening is active only between the first and second substrates and is 
placed a certain distance from edges of the first and second substrates (see Figs. 1 , 2). 
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Regarding claim 33: 

'364 discloses claim 20, further comprising at least one functional element (222) placed 
between the first and second substrates. 
Regarding claim 35: 

'364 discloses claim 20, joined along its edge to support elements (222). 

6. Claims 20, 21 , 23, 25, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Florentin et al., US 6,052,965. 
Regarding claim 20: 

'965 discloses a laminated, plate-shaped element comprising: at least a first and a 
second substrate (2, 3), which are joined together, at least indirectly, by adhesive 
bonding (6); at least one support element associated with the first substrate to fasten 
the laminated element to an infrastructure (15); and active position fastening of the 
second substrate (12), at least in the event of failure of the bonded joint, wherein the 
active position fastening is active only between the first and second substrates and is 
placed a certain distance from edges of the first and second substrates (see Fig. 2). 
Regarding claim 21 : 

'965 discloses claim 20, wherein the active position fastening comprises at least one 
fastening element passing through a plane of a bonded assembly between the first and 
second substrates and engaging in a recess in each substrate (see Fig 2). 
Regarding claim 23: 
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'965 discloses claim 21 , further comprising a recess in at least one of the substrates 
that is a through-drill hole (see Fig. 2). 
Regarding claim 25: 

'965 discloses claim 21 , wherein the fastening element is in a form of a round tenon (12, 
see Fig. 3 with a head part and a shank part. 
Regarding claim 28: 

'965 discloses claim 20, further comprising visual masking in a region of the active 
position fastening (the handle 1 1 visually masks the active position fastener and also 
enamel layer 7 acts as a visual masking). 

7. Claims 20, 21, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kroll, US 6,105,327. 
Regarding claim 20: 

'327 discloses a laminated, plate-shaped element comprising: at least a first and a 
second substrate (18, 54, 40, 72, 60, 6, see Fig. 2), which are joined together, at least 
indirectly, by adhesive bonding (16); at least one support element (24) associated with 
the first substrate to fasten the laminated element to an infrastructure; and active 
position fastening of the second substrate (56), at least in the event of failure of the 
bonded joint, wherein the active position fastening is active only between the first and 
second substrates and is placed a certain distance from edges of the first and second 
substrates. 
Regarding claim 21 : 
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'327 discloses claim 20, wherein the active position fastening comprises at least one 
fastening element (56) passing through a plane of a bonded assembly between the first 
and second substrates and engaging in a recess in each substrate. 
Regarding claim 27: 

'327 discloses claim 21 , wherein the fastening element does not project from the 
surfaces of the first and second substrates (56, see Fig. 2). 

8. Claims 20, 21 , 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Selders, EP 0918119. 
Regarding claim 20: 

'1 19 discloses a laminated, plate-shaped element comprising: at least a first and a 
second substrate (1 1,12), which are joined together, at least indirectly, by adhesive 
bonding (13); at least one support element (7) associated with the first substrate to 
fasten the laminated element to an infrastructure; and active position fastening (1) of 
the second substrate, at least in the event of failure of the bonded joint, wherein the 
active position fastening is active only between the first and second substrates and is 
placed a certain distance from edges of the first and second substrates. 
Regarding claim 21 : 

'1 19 discloses claim 20, wherein the active position fastening comprises at least one 
fastening element (1) passing through a plane of a bonded assembly between the first 
and second substrates and engaging in a recess in each substrate. 
Regarding claim 23: 
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'119 discloses claim 21 , further comprising a recess in at least one of the substrates 
that is a through-drill hole (see substrate 11). 
Regarding claim 24: 

'1 19 discloses claim 23, wherein the drill hole in at least one of the substrates emerges 
only in that face of this substrate (12) which is turned toward the adhesive, the recess 
being produced in a form of a blind hole (see Fig. 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Florentin, US 6,052,965 in view of Sufke, US 4,793,1 1 2. 
Regarding claim 34: 

'965 discloses claim 20, but does not expressly disclose claim 34. 

'112 discloses wherein at least one support element (8) associated with a first substrate 

(la) comprises a support bolt (8), which is fastened by interlocking in a blind hole in the 

substrate emerging on the opposite side from the adhesive (see Fig. 1 ). 

'965 and '112 are analogous art because they are from the same field of composite 

glass facades. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the support element of '1 12 to replace the plastic profile 13 support of 
'965. 

The motivation would have been to eliminate visible connecting elements along the 
edges of the panels (col. 1, Ins. 50-57). 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRENT W. HERRING whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3661 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8:00AM- 
5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian E. Glessner can be reached on (571 )272-6847. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRENT W HERRING/ 
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